366                    NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

Kussain Saheb, the High Commissioner for Pakistan, the Chief
Commissioner of Delhi and the Deputy Commissioner, General
Shah Nawazkhan, representing the Azad, Hind Fauj (I. N. A,).
Pandit Nehru, sitting like a statue, was of course there, as also
Maulana Saheb. Dr. Rajendra Babu read a document in Hindus-
tani signed by these representatives? asking me not to put any
further strain on them and end the agony by breaking the fast.
Telegrams after telegrams have come from Pakistan and the
Indian Union urging me to do the same. I could not resist the
counsel of all these friends. I could not disbelieve their pledge
that come what may, there would be complete friendship bet-
ween the Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Parsis and Jews,
a friendship not to be broken. To break that friendship would
be to break the nation.

Spirit of the
"As I write, comforting telegrams are deluging me. How
I wish that God will keep me fit enough and sane enough to
render the service of humanity that lies in front of me ! If the
solemn pledge made today is fulfilled, I assure you that it will
revive with redoubled force my intense wish and prayer before
God that I should be enabled to live the full span of life doing
service of humanity till the last moment. That span according
to learned opinion is at least one hundred and twentyfive years,
some say one hundred and thirtythree. The letter of my vow has
been fulfilled early beyond expectation, through the great
goodwill of all the citizens of Delhi, including the Hindu Maha-
sabha leaders and the Rashtriya Sevak Sangh. The result could
not be otherwise when I find that thousands of refugees and
others have been fasting since yesterday. Signed assurances
of heart friendship have been pouring in upon me from thou-
sands. Telegraphic blessings have come from all over the
world. Can there be a better sign of God's hand in this act of
mine ? But beyond the letter of fulfilment of my solemn vow
lies its spirit without which the letter killeth. The spirit of the
vow is sincere friendship between the Hindus, Muslims and
Sikhs of the Union and a similar friendship in Pakistan. If the
first is assured, the second must follow, as sure as day follows
night. If there is darkness in the Union, it would be folly to ex-
pect light in Pakistan. But if the night in the Union is dispelled